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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAM-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 

INR-05 L-01 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 OMB-01 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 /050 W 

023850 

O R 291215Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 311 
INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 6765 

E.0. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, SP 

SUB J : DISMISSAL OF INFORMATION MINISTER 

1. AIDE TO PRIME MINISTER ARIAS NARARRO HAS CONFIRMED TO 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR STILL UNPULBISHED REPORT NOW CIRCULATING 
AMONG FOREIGN PRESS COMMUNITY THAT INFORMATION MI ISTER PIO 
CABANILLAS HAS BEEN DISMISSED FROM CABINET AND WILL BE REPLACED 
BY LEON HERRERA ESTEBAN, WHO IS CURRENTLY UNDER SECRETARY 

OF INTERIOR. 

2. PRESIDENTIAL AIDE STATES CABANILLAS’ REMOVAL DONE AT 
DIRECT BEHEST OF FRANCO, OVERRIDING OBJECTIONS OF MOST OF 
CABINET, AND THAT NO OTHER CABINET CHANGES ARE CONTEMPLATED 
AT THIS TIME. SOURCES STRONGLY IMPLY THAT FRANCO HAD BEEN 
CONVINCED TO SACRIFICE CABANILLAS, WHO IS IDENTIFIED WITH 
CURRENT CONTROVERSIAL AND UNPRECEDENTED PRESS FREEDOM IN 
RESPONSE TO CONTINUED PRESSURES FROM RIGHT. 

3. HERRERA IS CAREER CIVIL SERVANT WHO HAS HELD DIRECTORATES 
GENERAL IN MINISTRIES OF INTERIOR AND INFORMATION. HE IS AMONG 
POLITICAL AND ASSOCIATES OF FORMER INFORMATION MINISTER 
MANUEL FRAGA IRIBARNE AND IS GENERALLY VIEWED AS MODERATE. 
RIVERO 
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